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Thelocarpon magnussonii on La Palma, Canary Islands – first 
record for the Macaronesian archipelago

Jens Kuhlmann & Hans-Georg Wagner*

Abstract: Kuhlmann, J. & Wagner, H.-G. 2017. Thelocarpon magnussonii on La Palma, Canary Islands – first 
record for the Macaronesian archipelago. – Herzogia 30: 313 –316.
For the first time, Thelocarpon magnussonii is recorded from the island of La Palma, Macaronesian archipelago. The 
collection is described in detail and compared to literature sources.

Zusammenfassung: Kuhlmann, J. & Wagner, H.-G. 2017. Thelocarpon magnussonii auf der Kanareninsel La 
Palma – Erstnachweis auf dem makaronesischen Archipel. – Herzogia 30: 313 –316.
Erstmals wurde Thelocarpon magnussonii auf La Palma und damit auf dem makaronesischen Archipel nachgewiesen. 
Der Fund wird vorgestellt und mit Literaturangaben verglichen.

Key words: Biodiversity, lichenized Ascomycota, Thelocarpon.

Introduction
On 8 May 2016, colonies of Thelocarpon magnussonii G.Salisb. were found on the island of 
La Palma, Canary Islands, near Laguna de Barlovento at an elevation of about 735 m above 
sea level (28°48'27,75''N, 17°48'14,45''W). The location is a recreation zone that includes a 
camping ground and leisure facilities as well as ponds and ditches for waterfowl.
Situated in the northeastern part of the island and exposed to trade winds, the site can be char-
acterized as semi-shaded with average humidity. It is located in the shade of solitary specimens 
of Erica arborescens and Pinus canariensis. The species was found to colonize volcanic rocks 
and fist-sized stones, embedded in grassy ground cover. 
There are around 20 species of the genus Thelocarpon (Szepanska & Staniaszek-Kik 
2012). According to Hernandez-Padron & Sanchez-Pinto (1987), T. laureri (Flot.) Nyl. 
was the first species of the genus recorded from the Canarian archipelago (La Gomera). Later, 
Hafellner (1995) found T. coccosporum Lettau, also on La Gomera. T. magnussonii is there-
fore the third species of Thelocarpon known from the Canary Islands.

Features
Like most other species of the genus, T. magnussonii is very inconspicuous. In contrast to 
many species, however, the ascocarps are non-pruinose and are 0.13 – 0.18 mm in diameter 
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