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New species and new records of lichens and lichenicolous fungi 
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Abstract: Diederich, P., Lücking, R., Aptroot, A., Sipman, H. J. M., Braun, U., Ahti, T. & Ertz, D. 2017. New 
species and new records of lichens and lichenicolous fungi from the Seychelles. – Herzogia 30: 182–236.
Sixteen species of lichens and lichenicolous fungi from the Seychelles are described as new: Abrothallus ramalinae 
(on Ramalina), Coenogonium beaverae, Fissurina seychellensis, Fulvophyton macrosporum, Graphis lindsayana, 
Nigrovothelium inspersotropicum, Opegrapha salmonea, Porina morelii, Pseudopyrenula media, Ramichloridium 
tropicum (on sterile lichen with Trentepohlia), Sarcographa praslinensis, S. subglobosa, Stictographa dirinariicola 
(on Dirinaria picta), Stirtonia epiphylla, Talpapellis mahensis (on sterile lichen with Trentepohlia) and Trimmatothele 
petri; Abrothallus ramalinae is also reported from Australia, New Zealand and Papua New Guinea, and Nigrovothelium 
inspersotropicum from Guyana. The following 29 species are new to Africa: Acanthothecis asprocarpa, Amandinea 
diorista var. hypopelidna, Ampliotrema palaeoamplius, Anisomeridium leptospermum, Aptrootia terricola, 
Chiodecton congestulum, Coenogonium saepincola, Dictyocatenulata alba, Diorygma salvadoriense, Epigloea 
urosperma, Fissurina globulifica, Graphis diplocheila, G. novopalmicola, G. oxyclada, G. subamylacea, Leptogium 
mastocheilum, Leucodecton album, Moelleropsis nebulosa, Ocellularia ascidioidea, O. piperis, Polymeridium 
microsporum, Ramonia rappii, Sarcographa maculosa, S. ramificans, Sphaerellothecium cinerascens, Spirographa 
fusisporella, Sporopodium flavescens, Thalloloma hypoleptum and Thelotrema capetribulense, and the following 18 
species are new for the Seychelles: Cladonia digitata, Cryptolechia nana, Etayoa trypethelii, Fissurina comparilis, 
Glomerulophoron mauritiae, Graphis proserpens, G. renschiana, Julella geminella, Leucodecton compunctellum, 
Mazosia phyllosema, Opegrapha vermelhana, Phaeographis brasiliensis, Placynthiella dasaea, Porina atrocoerulea, 
Pyrenula nitidula, P. sexlocularis, Roselliniella cladoniae and Trichothelium alboatrum. A further 83 species are 
reported from the Seychelles. Amandinea melaxanthella, Cryptolechia subincolorella and Leptogium denticulatum 
have been removed from the Seychelles checklist.

Zusammenfassung: Diederich, P., Lücking, R., Aptroot, A., Sipman, H. J. M., Braun, U., Ahti, T. & Ertz, D. 
2017. Neue Arten und neue Funde von Flechten und lichenicolen Pilzen von den Seychellen. – Herzogia 30: 182–236.
Sechzehn neue Arten von Flechten und lichenicolen Pilzen werden beschrieben: Abrothallus ramalinae (auf Ramalina), 
Coenogonium beaverae, Fissurina seychellensis, Fulvophyton macrosporum, Graphis lindsayana, Nigrovothelium 
inspersotropicum, Opegrapha salmonea, Porina morelii, Pseudopyrenula media, Ramichloridium tropicum 
(auf steriler Flechte mit Trentepohlia), Sarcographa praslinensis, S. subglobosa, Stictographa dirinariicola (auf 
Dirinaria picta), Stirtonia epiphylla, Talpapellis mahensis (auf steriler Flechte mit Trentepohlia) und Trimmatothele 
petri; Abrothallus ramalinae wird auch aus Australien, Neuseeland und Papua Neu Guinea nachgewiesen, und 
Nigrovothelium inspersotropicum aus Guyana. Die folgenden 29 Arten sind neu für Afrika: Acanthothecis asprocarpa, 
Amandinea diorista var. hypopelidna, Ampliotrema palaeoamplius, Anisomeridium leptospermum, Aptrootia terricola, 
Chiodecton congestulum, Coenogonium saepincola, Dictyocatenulata alba, Diorygma salvadoriense, Epigloea 
urosperma, Fissurina globulifica, Graphis diplocheila, G. novopalmicola, G. oxyclada, G. subamylacea, Leptogium 
mastocheilum, Leucodecton album, Moelleropsis nebulosa, Ocellularia ascidioidea, O. piperis, Polymeridium 
microsporum, Ramonia rappii, Sarcographa maculosa, S. ramificans, Sphaerellothecium cinerascens, Spirographa 
fusisporella, Sporopodium flavescens, Thalloloma hypoleptum und Thelotrema capetribulense, und die folgenden 18 
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Arten sind neu für die Seychellen: Cladonia digitata, Cryptolechia nana, Etayoa trypethelii, Fissurina comparilis, 
Glomerulophoron mauritiae, Graphis proserpens, G. renschiana, Julella geminella, Leucodecton compunctellum, 
Mazosia phyllosema, Opegrapha vermelhana, Phaeographis brasiliensis, Placynthiella dasaea, Porina atrocoerulea, 
Pyrenula nitidula, P. sexlocularis, Roselliniella cladoniae und Trichothelium alboatrum. Weitere 83 Arten werden 
von den Seychellen gemeldet. Amandinea melaxanthella, Cryptolechia subincolorella und Leptogium denticulatum 
werden von der Seychellen Checkliste gestrichen.
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Introduction

The Republic of Seychelles, an independent country since 1976, is an archipelago in the Indian 
Ocean comprising 115 islands. The main island, Mahé, with the capital Victoria, is situated c. 
1500 km east of Africa, and 1100 km NNE of Madagascar. Seychelles is composed of several 
groups of islands, the Inner Islands, the Amirantes, Farquhar and Aldabra. The Inner Islands 
are all, except two, granitic, and most of the population lives on Mahé, followed by Praslin 
and La Digue.

Granites of several islands, incl. Mahé and Praslin, have been shown to be pre-Cambrian. As 
part of Gondwanaland, Seychelles remained attached for a long time to India and became 
isolated only c. 65 million years ago (Collier et al. 2008). Although most Inner Seychelles 
Islands have been partly submerged at various times subsequent to their isolation, and most of 
the current native biota have arrived through overwater or aerial dispersal, it is considered that 
some higher altitude parts, especially of Mahé, have never been submerged and have conserved 
some elements of the former flora and fauna, especially caecilian amphibians and sooglossid 
frogs, and possibly also some ferns (Agnarsson & Kuntner 2012). Little is known yet about 
the biogeographical affinities of fungi, including lichens, in Seychelles. However, owing to the 
ability of long-distance dispersal of diaspores of many lichen species, we assume that lichen 
colonization of Seychelles may have occurred from Africa, Madagascar, Mascarenes, India 
and eastern Asia, and that many species nowadays present a paleotropical or even pantropical 
distribution.

The Seychelles present a mild climate, with annual average temperatures around 27 °C and 
extreme temperatures less than 6 °C from the mean. Annual rainfall in Mahé coastal stations 
varies between 1750 and 2650 mm, and reaches 3600 mm at higher altitudes. The relative 
humidity is usually above 70 % (Seaward & Aptroot 2006).

Many botanists and lichenologists have collected lichens in the Seychelles in the past. An 
important publication (Seaward & Aptroot 2003), based on a collecting trip by M. R. D. 
Seaward to Silhouette Island (one of the granitic islands), as well as North Island and Mahé, 
in 2000, resulted in a list of 141 taxa, amongst which 129 were identified to specific level. 
Seaward et al. (1996) and Seaward et al. (2002) reported 45 species of lichens collected 
in Aldabra by B. W. Fox, C. Hambler, F. A. Harrington and D. Potter. A subsequent revision 
of most available Seychelles specimens led to the publication of a preliminary checklist 
(Seaward & Aptroot 2006), including 219 identified species, 10 provisionally identified, 
and 13 identified to generic level, recorded from 26 islands (mainly Silhouette, Mahé and 
Aldabra). A second checklist followed three years later (Seaward & Aptroot 2009), resulting 
in 376 species from 28 islands. A detailed introduction to the lichenological exploration of 
Seychelles is presented in Seaward & Aptroot (2003, 2006, 2009) and will not be repeated 
here. An illustrated “Seychelles Lichen Guide” was published by Schumm & Aptroot (2010), 




