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New and interesting species of the lichen genus Verrucaria 
(Verrucariaceae, Ascomycota) for Switzerland and France

Maud Oïhénart*, Philippe Clerc & Othmar Breuss

Abstract: Oïhénart, M., Clerc, P. & Breuss, O. 2018. New and interesting species of the lichen genus Verrucaria 
(Verrucariaceae, Ascomycota) for Switzerland and France. – Herzogia 31: 209 ‒218.
Ten Verrucaria species are new for Switzerland (V. ahtii, V. bisagnoensis, V. carnea, V. endocarpoides, V. floerkeana, 
V. gudbrandsdalensis, V. invenusta, V. pilosoides, V. pseudovirescens, and V. schindleri), one for the canton of Geneva 
(V. fuscoatroides) and one for France (V. transiliens). One species is confirmed in Geneva (V. inornata). Short notes 
on diagnostic features, ecology and distribution of the species are provided.

Zusammenfassung: Oïhénart, M., Clerc, P. & Breuss, O. 2018. Neue und interessante Arten der Flechtengattung 
Verrucaria (Verrucariaceae, Ascomycota) für die Schweiz und Frankreich. – Herzogia 31: 209 ‒218.
Zehn Verrucaria-Arten sind neu für die Schweiz (V. ahtii, V. bisagnoensis, V. carnea, V. endocarpoides, V. floerke-
ana, V. gudbrandsdalensis, V. invenusta, V. pilosoides, V. pseudovirescens und V. schindleri), eine für den Kanton 
Genf (V. fuscoatroides) und eine für Frankreich (V. transiliens). Eine Art wird für Genf bestätigt (V. inornata). Kurze 
Anmerkungen werden zu Erkennungsmerkmalen, Ökologie und Verbreitung der Arten gemacht.
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Introduction
Apart from the works carried by Segal (1969) and Darlington (1981), the biodiversity of 
stonewalls has not been studied much, even less so when cryptogamic organisms are con-
sidered. In Great Britain, the Churchyard project (Chester 1991) has allowed for a better 
knowledge of the lichen flora colonizing anthropogenic substrates. This project has led the 
way to similar studies in various European countries (for example Dobson 2013, Malysheva 
1995, Aptroot et al. 1994). In Geneva, an inventory of the lichens of the canton’s cemeter-
ies was carried out in 2013 (Vust et al. 2013) and demonstrated the importance of anthro-
pogenic substrates for lichens in this region. Indeed, there is no natural rocky outcrop in the 
canton of Geneva, so that stonewalls constitute the only available substrate for saxicolous 
cryptogamic species. Recent research projects on urban biodiversity in the city of Geneva 
(Habashi & Clerc 2013, Mombrial et al. 2013, Hinden 2015) and the Red Lists on bryo-
phytes (Burgisser & Cailliau 2012) and lichens from the canton of Geneva (Vust et al. 
2015) laid the foundation for the introduction in September 2016 of a master project on the 
cryptogamic biodiversity of stonewalls in the canton of Geneva.
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